Hickinbotham Clarendon Vineyard 'The Revivalist' Merlot, 2014
Background
Vines in the Clarendon area were first planted in 1858 by the area’s first settlers. While part of the McLaren
Vale GI, Clarendon is a distinct subregion located in the very north, on the edge of the Adelaide foothills.
Its elevation of 820 feet above sea level affords it cooler temperatures than most of McLaren Vale, providing
it with the unique diurnal weather patterns that mirror the great wine-growing regions of the world.
Hickinbotham Clarendon Vineyard was established by Alan Hickinbotham in 1971, when he planted dry-grown
Cabernet Sauvignon and Shiraz in contoured rows on the sloping site. The 200-acre vineyard has since
become part of Australia’s winemaking heritage, supplying fruit to produce many of Australia’s greatest wines
including Penfolds Grange Hermitage and Hardy’s Eileen Hardy.
Breathing new life into this historic vineyard, Winemakers Charlie Seppelt and Christopher Carpenter have
commenced a new era of Hickinbotham’s prestigious legacy. The inaugural 2012 vintage under Carpenter and
Seppelt has built upon the vineyard’s acclaimed record with their highly commended offerings of Merlot,
Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon, and halo tier Cabernet-Shiraz blend named ‘The Peake’ after the founder of
Clarendon – Sir Edward John Peake.
Tasting Notes
This is tight, lithe and elegant: a composed and dignified Merlot with only the faintest initial glimpse of
anything resembling mellow. It smells comforting at first, but as the drinker delves, the bouquet unveils
mossy, damp forest earth, and then fresher, leafy greens emerge with their tannins.
Reviews
92 points, Mary-Ann Worobiec (Wine Spectator Magazine):
"Rich and silky, with violet-scented blackberry and framboise notes, vanilla bean accents and a whiff of
espresso. The generous flavors and plump texture linger on the long finish. Drink now through 2027."
92+ points, Lisa Perrotti-Brown (Robert Parker’s Wine Advocate):
"The 2014 The Revivalist Merlot shows a deep garnet-purple color, and has a lovely floral and spice-laced nose
with hints of baking spices, vanilla and plum preserves. Full-bodied, rich and concentrated, this Merlot has
nice velvety tannins, a lively backbone and great length."

Vintage: 2014
Winery: Hickinbotham Clarendon
Vineyard (http://www.hickinbothamwines.
com/)
Region: McLaren Vale
Availability: Available Now in
Consignment
Case Quatity: 6 bottles per case
Bottle Size: 750 ml
Composition: -
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