Henschke Mount Edelstone Shiraz, 2012
Background
One of the longest-established names in the Barossa. Johann Christian Henschke
purchased land for a farm at Keyneton in 1861, after fleeing religious persecution in
Kutschlau, Silesia (Germany). He planted a small vineyard and an orchard, and after
initially making wine for family consumption produced his first commercial vintage in 1868,
believed to be principally Riesling and Shiraz.
His son, Paul Gotthard, continued farming and winemaking and planted more vines to
increase wine production. Upon his father's death in 1914, third-generation Paul Alfred
took over the property and as demand for fortified wines grew, winemaking assumed
greater significance. Each generation built upon the reputation for quality, but it was
fourth-generation Cyril Alfred Henschke who in 1958 created the wine that has most
captured the red wine world's imagination - Hill of Grace - His first vintage of this Shiraz
was produced in 1958. Today, fifth-generation Stephen Henschke and his wife Prue uphold
the family name and reputation, as winemaker and viticulturist respectively.
Tasting Notes
Deep crimson in colour. Sweet ripe lifted blackberry, plums, prunes and anise with tar and
bacon oak characters. The palate is sweet, fine and solid with a chunky texture; big and rich.
Lots of tannins, firmer structure and good length.
Reviews
98 points, James Halliday (Australian Wine Companion):
"Vivid, deep purple-crimson; this is a blue-blood aristocratic shiraz, certain in its supreme
power, length and balance, and not going out to prove anything. If anyone doubts its
quality now, the scales will fall from their eyes over the decades ahead, as it will be
recognised by all and sundry as one of the greatest Mount Edelstones. Drink by: 2062"

Vintage: 2012
Winery: Henschke (http://www.
henschke.com.au/)
Region: Barossa Valley
Availability: Vintages
LCBO Number: 718601
Bottle Size: 750 ml
Composition: Shiraz / Syrah (100%)
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