Henschke Keyneton Estate 'The Euphonium', 2012
Background
One of the longest-established names in the Barossa. Johann Christian Henschke
purchased land for a farm at Keyneton in 1861, after fleeing religious persecution in
Kutschlau, Silesia (Germany). He planted a small vineyard and an orchard, and after
initially making wine for family consumption produced his first commercial vintage in 1868,
believed to be principally Riesling and Shiraz.
His son, Paul Gotthard, continued farming and winemaking and planted more vines to
increase wine production. Upon his father's death in 1914, third-generation Paul Alfred
took over the property and as demand for fortified wines grew, winemaking assumed
greater significance. Each generation built upon the reputation for quality, but it was
fourth-generation Cyril Alfred Henschke who in 1958 created the wine that has most
captured the red wine world's imagination - Hill of Grace - His first vintage of this Shiraz
was produced in 1958. Today, fifth-generation Stephen Henschke and his wife Prue uphold
the family name and reputation, as winemaker and viticulturist respectively.
Winemaking
The Barossa hills village of Keyneton, pioneered by pastoralist Joseph Keynes in 1842, was
a musical and cultural focus for early settlers, such as the Henschke Family Brass Band
and the Henschke Winery. This brass band survived generations and featured wonderful
wind instruments such as a B flat euphonium, cornet and E flat clarinet, which have been
restored and are still in the family. The historic Keyneton district has been the home of up
to seven wineries during its period of settlement. The B flat euphonium, a large brass wind
instrument, was made by the famous Zimmermann factory in Leipzig, Germany, in the late 19th
century. A musical entrepreneur, Carl Engel of Adelaide was responsible for importing
musical instruments into South Australia at this time. It has a deep amber coloured lacquer
and is adorned with decorative metalwork on the body and slides not seen on more recent
instruments. Again, it has a warmer and more subtle tonal quality than its modern
counterparts.
Tasting Notes
Deep crimson in colour. An intense nose of ripe mulberry, plum, blue and black berry fruits
and anise gives way to underlying floral violet notes and hints of cassis, sage and pepper
spice. The beautifully balanced palate shows layers of sweet, concentrated fruit and
texture, with fine-grained tannins for a long and elegant finish.
Reviews
97 points, James Halliday (Australian Wine Companion):
"A magic combination of a cascade of black and red fruit flavours with supreme elegance
and balance, the complex blend of shiraz, cabernet sauvignon, merlot and cabernet franc
at once fused yet synergistic. The best Euphonium yet. Screwcap. 14% alc To 2035."

Vintage: 2012
Winery: Henschke (http://www.
henschke.com.au/)
Region: Eden Valley
Availability: Available Now in
Consignment
Case Quatity: 6 bottles per case
Bottle Size: 750 ml
Composition: Shiraz / Syrah (75%),
Cabernet Sauvignon (11%), Merlot
(8%) and Cabernet Franc (6%)
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